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*Þ, UNITY OF THE GQDREAD. 
AN 
A'P Þ E A L 
| r 
ö TRUE FOLLOWERS OF CHRIST. 
; My Chriftian Brethren, 


Wine 1 mourn at the prevalence of bigotry, 
while I ſurvey the hargſhips of my individual 
ſituation, I feel a ſenſible pleaſure that as 
neceflity has drawn me into notice before my 
time, I can ſubmit my defence to my brothers 
of the Goſpel, whoſe love of charity and reaſon, 

the bequeſts of our common teacher, will be 

| my advocates : One to pity the errors of my 
opinions, and the other to admit whatever ſhall 
appear agreeable to the dictates of truth. I re- 

quire, in the firſt place, that thoſe prejudices 

which fetter the energies of reaſon be removed. 


Let us ſtript of our prejudices ſeek truth, as if a 
truth had been hitherto a ſtranger to us. Let wm 
the Goſpel be the Mine we ſhall explore, and we +4 4 


A 2 bliſhed 


may at length diſcover whether ſuperſtition eſta- «0 
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bliſhed by perſecution and ignorance, ſhalltyran- 
nize over the human underſtanding, or whether 
the age of reaſon founded on the bafis of Liberty 
and Virtue, may be rationally expected by the 
world. As the narrow limits of this book will 
hot permit me to range the whole extent of 
theological controverſy, and as my reſpect and 
adoration of the God of the univerſe ſubjected 
me to this perſecution, I ſhall confine myſelf to 
what ſimply regards the Unity of the Godhead, 
and I think I ſhall demonſtrate, that not only the 
Apoſtles conceived this Unity eſſential to the 
doctrines they preached, but that Chriſt con- 
ceived where this Unity did not exiſt, there was 
no religion. In touching on the divinity of 
' Chriſt, tis neceſſary to ſay thus much of origi- 
nal fin, that the divines conſider the crime of 
Adam of fo heinods a nature, that nothing leſs 


than divine blood could waſh away the ſtain and 


have therefore taught men to believe that Chriſt 
the Son of man is not man, but that God who 
has lived from eternity. It is evident, that St. 
Paul was of a different opinion from theſe 
divines, when he ſaid, that “ to us there is but 
one God the Father, of whom are all things 
« and one Lord Jeſus Chriſt, by whom are all 
« things, and we are by him.” 1 Cor. viii. 6. 
And again, he ſays, (we have one God and Father 
of all, who is above all, and through all, and in 

| «c you 
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« you all.” Eph. iv. 5, 6. The Father is fre- e | 
quently ſtiled God even with reſpec to Chriſt as | 
well as other beings. © The God of our Lord 
« Jeſus Chriſt, the Father of Glory, give unto 
&« you that ye may know the exceeding greatneſs 
of his power which he wrought in Chriſt when | 
« he raiſed him from the dead, and ſet him at his, "1 
c own right hand.” Eph. i. 17. Chriſt himſelf 
uſes the ſame language, when he ſays, © I aſcend | 
« unto my Father, and your Father, and unto 
my God and your God.” John xx. 17. My 
« God, my God, why haſt thou forſaken me? 

« Chriſt, who was the image of the inviſible 

« God, and the firſt born (or moſt excellent) of 

« all his creatures.” Col. i. 15. And in whom 

« dwelt all the fullneſs of the Godhead bodily.” 
Col. ii. 9. Acknowledged that his Father 
c was greater than he. John xiv. 28. and in- 

4 deed upon all occaſions and in the cleareſt terms 
he expreſſed his dependance upon God his 

f « Father for all his power and glory; as if he in- 

« tended. to guard his Diſciples. againſt forming 

« too high an opinion of the dignity.of their Maſ- 

ter. Verily, I ſay unto you, the Son can do 

nothing of - himſelf. John v. 19. I. can of 
„mine own ſelf do nothing. As I hear I judge, 

( and my judgment is juſt becauſe I ſeek not 

« mine own will, but the will of the father who 4 

« ſent me.“ V. 30. © I live by the Father. He | 

| 4 even \ 
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© even ealls his Father the only true God. John 
; « xyii. 3. —It appears to me not in the power of 
language to exclude the divinity of Chriſt more 

expreſsly than by theſe folemn words. Chriſt. 
| even ſays, that ſome things are withheld from 
1 | him. For, ſpeaking of his ſecond coming, he 
ys, But that day and that hour knoweth no 
f 4 man— no, not the Angels of Heaven —not the 
« Son but the Father only.” I could produce 
a hundred other inſtances where his Apoſtles pre- 
ſerve the idea of Chriſt's ſubordination to the 
Father; and Chriſt not only aſſents to, but 
ſtrengthens this opinion. I fhall now take notice 
of an expreſſion of Chrift, which ſerves as the 
rallying point to divines, when reaſon and argu- 
ment come too faſt on them. My Father and 1 
& are one.” Now if this be ſufficient to eſtab- 
liſh the divinity of Chrift, the ſame will be ſuf- 
ficient to eftabliſh that of his Apoſtles ; for he 
prays that “all his Diſciples may be one with 
him and his Father, even as they are one. 
« John xvii. 11.“ „And he gives them the 
«fame glory God has given him. Ver. 22.” 
And thus, if this ſentence be ſufficient to prove 
Chriſt equal to God or the ſame, it will alſo prove 
the twelve Apoſtles alſo equal —ſo that they un- \ 
wittingly deſtroy the Trinity. I beg leave to 
ſubmit theſe quotations to all lovers of uncor- 


rupted 
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1 
rupted Chriſtianity and reaſon—1, as a lover of 
truth, will not ceaſe to enquire. I candidly ac- 
knowledge my doubts, and ſhall uſe every means 
to remove them. I am convinced that nothing 
leſs than a ſuccefſion of miracles will propogate 
the Chriſtian religion in its preſent form. A 
ahometan proſelyte is ſcarcely made 
in a century, for they will rather preſerve the 


Unity of the Godhead, even though Mahomet 


and the ] ewiſh teachers be falſe, than embrace 


a religion, which from the plurality of its gods, 


they conſider io latrous. 
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3, A Mr. BURK means to publiſh by Sub- 
"0 ſcription, thoſe Compoſitions which he at different 
times preſented to the Board. He is alſo prepar- 
ing for the Preſs, in Numbers, a Work, 


| entitled De HORRORS of BIGOTRY and | 

| * SUPERSTITION, containing the Cruſades, | 
+ « St. Bartholomew's Day, and all the different 
? i perſecutions which the Clergy brought on Man- 4 
N | © kind for difference in opinion | © 
| ux lovers of Liberty and Reaſon, are requeſted ; 
N to give in their Subſcriptions for the above Work, 21 
4 to Mr. Chambers, Abbey-ſtreet; Mr. Porter, c 
Skinner-row; Mr. Vallance, Euſtace-ſtreet ; 5 


and all the Bookſellers, a 
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Oy Saturday, April the 15th, in conſequence of 
a paragraph that appeared in the Dublin Journal 
ſtating that two Lads of College were employed in 
propagating atheiſtical principles through the 
medium of the Dublin Evening Poſt, Doctor wn} 
who had been informed that I had maintained an 
argument two months hefore with three gentlemen 
on ſome ſpeculative points of religion, ſummoned 
theſe gentlemen to appear before him ; and having 
informed them that concealment would be not only 
. uſeleſs (as he was already in poſſeſſion of every eir- 
cumſtance that paſſed) but alſo dangerous, as it 
might lead to a ſuſpicion that they approved my 
opinions, he extorted the ſubſtance of my argu- 
ment. Meantime being apprized of theſe pro- 
ceedings, I prepared to meet the form which 
Bigotry and Tyranny had ſuſpended over my 
head, and recollecting that I had preſented an epic 
compoſition to the Board, the invocation of which, 
if admitted as a teſtimony, would exculpate me 


from the charge of 4 and Antechriſtianiſm, 
I encloſed 
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I encloſed the piece in the following letter, which 
I ſent to * HALL ; 


Underſtanding that ſome humane perſons have informed you, that 
1 am acciiflomed to lecture on Atheiſm in the Dining Hall, I beg 
leave to requeft you will ſubmit this Invocation to the Board : if ad- 
miited as a"teftimony, I am acquitted—#t any rate I cannot be dan- 
gerous, confidered in the light of @ Reformer, for when my hearers 
all compare my written opinions with my verbal, and ſhall find them 
diametrically oppoſite, they will not be over fond to become proſelytes to 
# deetrine of inconfflencies. 

Your very humble ſervant, 
J. B. 


THEN FOLLOWS THE INVOCATION, 


Hail, heavenly muſe, that on the boundleſs wing 

Oflofty Epic climb'ſ th! Aonian mount 

Not there to ſtop, but thence thy flight to ſteer 
Above the Olympic hill a full degree, 

Soaring on pinions ſtout as thoſe which bore 

Rapt Ganymede from woody Ida's brow. 

And hail, thou Genius, ſoul of all the Nine, 

Who near Jehovah's ſacred eſſence thron'd, 
Inſpir'ſt the ſpheric choir, till warm'd by thee 
The tongues of ſeraphs light the ſong of praiſe, 

I call for all your inſpiration now, 

A part ſufficing not, whilſtI eſſay 

Thy labours to relate. What time the rage 

Of Superſtition, Gothic idol, tore 

Religion from her ſeat—bird, inſect, beaſt and fiſh 
Receiving what belong'd to Heaven alone, | 
And every paſſion of the ſeniual foul * 

By adoration fed, till power divine 
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By his great ſon, and martyr'd armies, bought 

Redemption for the world ; hence Learning blooms, 

And Superſtition paſſing on to Hell | ke, 
With kindred fiery ſhapes for ever dwells. „* 

Thee Liberty, ſweet nymph of patriot mold, 

With more than common emphaſis I greet, 

For without thee een Genius wears the garb 

Of Adulation. Whether with pitying eye 

Leagued with the ſtork thou ſeek'ſt the capitol, , 

Or dove like, flutt'ring o'er th' Athenian ſoil, 

Weep'ſt o'er Pyraus loſt. Enlighten all, 

That no mean thoughts my ſubject may debaſe, 

Its ſplendor ſully ; let the meaſure roll 

Sublime as thy approaches on the mind, 

When Homer, pouring his alluſive flood 1 

In allegoric ſtate, enthralls the ſenſe 

By ſpells more binding than e er Circe uſed. 


I heard no more of that affair till the Saturday following, when 
A Porter brought me an order from the Board to attend—TI 
obeyed the ſummons, and having TY into the Board- 
Room, I found Doctors MuxkAr, FirzctralD, Youns, 
ELzxiNGTON, Bar&kETT, HALL, KEARNEY, ſeated round a 
large table. | | 


Dr. Muna a opened the buſineſs in this manner 


I am informed, Burk, that you have uttered diſreſpectful ex- 
— ˙ ONLIIOER eligion in 
particular. 


Burk. For that part of the charge which ſpeaks of Religion in 
eral, I refer to every Gentleman with whom I have row. 
heir concurring teſtimony will expoſe the falſity and malice of 
the information. In the ſame reference may alſo be compriſed 
the ſecond, with this difference, that as in the firſt (I mean that 
E which Religion in general or the exiſtence of a 
upreme Being) as I had no doubts I inſtituted no enquiry, ſo in 
the latter my doubts on ſome ſpeculative points produced that 


argument 
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ment which has ineurred your reſctitmeiit. I however de- 
clare to this Board, that however I may doubt in ſome ſptcula- 
tive points, I have the higheſt reſpe& for the life and doctrines 


of Chriſt. [The Board here ordered one of the witneſſes ſhould 


be called in, and Mr. Egan was admitted. 

Dr. Murray. Eagan, what did you hear Burk ſay of Religion 
in general, or the Chriſtian Religion in particular ? 

Mr. Eagan. I heard him fay, Sir, he thought it ſtrange that 

God-ſhould have been only fix days in making the world. 

Burk. I believe this Gentleman means to ſay I thought it 
ſtrange that God ſhould have been ſo long employed about the 
creation, * 


Dy. Kearney. What did you hear him fay about the Chriſtian 
Religion ? 1 | 

155. Eagan. He ſeemed not to cotifider Elriſt to be God! 

Dr. Kearney. What then did he conſider him to be? 


Mr. Eagan. A moral, ſocial man, whom God had ſent on 
earth by the mildneſ and purity of his doQrines; to ſofteri the 
afperity of the old law. | {4 


Dr. Young. Do you remember whether ſocial or ſociable was 
the expreſſion he made uſe of on this occation ? | 


Mr. Eagan. Social.- 


Dr. Fitzgerald. Did he ſeem to you to believe in the matters, 
or did he propoſe them merely for information ſake ? 

My. Eagan. He ſeemed to me not to have made up his mind 
on theſe matters, and that he propoſed them merely for informa- 

Dr. Firagerald. This ſcerts, to be different from your 
former — (He then read the former, which differed no 


otherwiſe from the latter, than that it was diveſted of a good 
portion of that terror with which the former ſeemed to have been 
diftated—from an idea tłut b 8 any thing favourably 
of me, he may incur wy Impul on.) the 


| : " Mr. 


6360 | 
Mr. Eagan was informed he might now retire, and Mr. Walſh 
being admitted, gave His evidence in the follBwing manner ;— 


Mr. Mall. Burk ſeemed to conſider a miracle a breach of the 
laws of nature, and to deſbelieve'the divinity of Chriſt! 


D/. Fitzgerald; Did he appear to you to have adopted thoſe 
Jofirines; oe did he quote any Sanne ? * | 


Mr. Walk. He may have quoted—I do not remember he 
quoted any authority. 


Dr. Murray. When and where did this converſation take 
place? | n 


Mr. Walli. About two months ſince in the Dining-Hall. 
Dr. Hall. How many were preſent ? 
'» Mr. Walk. The witneſſes. 


Dr. Kearney. You may now, Burk, aſk Walſh what queſ- 
tions you pleaſe. / 


Burk. Have you ever heard me diſpute of the exiſtence of a 
Deity? Have you ever heard me ſpeak diſreſpectfully of the life 
and doctrines of Chriſt ? 


Mr. Mali. Never. The life and doctrines of Chriſt 
profeſs to admire, except that you ſeemed an Unitarian 
than a Trinitanan. 


Burt. Did you never hear me mention Prieſtly, Price, 
Hume and Gibbon ? — 


Mr. Walk. Yes—but not for quotation. (He then addreſſed 
himſelf to the Board) I believe that Burk, from a warmth of 
diſpoſition, was hurried into this argument by the ridicule thrown. 
on his opinions. In my opinion, he would not wiſh to treat Reli- 

gion with diſreſpect. 

— Hall. Did you ever hear Burk ſpeak any thing of a future 
« 


Walk. Yes. He admitted it; but ſeemed not fatisfied that 
Hell anſwered to. the deſcription given of it. 


+ | Bur K. 
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Burk. By admitting rewards, I muſt naturally admit puniſh- 


ments; for 'twereabſurd to ſuppoſe that God ſhowld equally re- 
ward the enlightened moraliſt and the infamous parricide—its 
ſituation, and quality, and the duration of its puniſhments I pro- 
bably may not be determined on. | 


Mr. Reily was then admitted, and gave his evidence in this 
manner: Burk ſaid he did not believe in a miracle—that he con- 
fidered Chriſt as a moral perſonage—that the mode of creation 
ſeemed to him not reaſonable. 


Dr. Fitzgerald. Do you think he had adopted them as his 
own, or had propoſed them for information ſake? 


Reily. I cannot tell. 
Dr. Fitzgerald, How long ſince did this happen? 
Reily. Two months. 


Dr. Fitzgerald. Why did you not give information of this be- 
fore ? 


Dr. Hall. He did not inform. Now he has been ſummoned. 


Reily. I thought it would be unchriſtian like to hurt a lad by 
an — whom, from the general tenor of his character 
and conduct, I expected would ſoon exchange any error in his 
opinions for truth. 8 


Dr. Young. Did you hear him ſay any thing more? 


Reily. No, fir. Even theſe may be aſcribed to the warmth 
of his temper more than to the force of his conviction.— Having 
retired, Mr. Donoghue was next called in. 


Dr. Kearney. Donoghue, did you ever hear Burk ſpeak of 
religion in general, or the Chriſtian religion in particular ? 

Mr. Donoghue. I heard him ſay he did not believe in the 
authenticity of the Old Teſtament. 


Dr. Hall. What did he appear to you to mean by ſpeaking of 
the authenticity of rhe Old Teſtament ? 7 peaking 


. Dorghue, That the implicit credit ſhould not be paid its 
doctrincs which Revelation demands. 


Bork. 
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Burk. I believe this gentleman means to ſay, I did not be- 
lieve that it was written by the Holy Spirit, but that like all 
other writings, it was the work of men. 


Dr. Kearney. What parts of the Old Teſtament did you hear 
him ſpeak of? | | 


Mr. Donoghue. The creation and miracles. 

Dr. Kearney. Did you hear him ſpeak any thing of Chriſt ? 
Dmoghue. No, fir. ; 

Dr. Kearney. Did you hear Burk ſpeak ſince on this ſubjeR ? 


Donoghue. No, fir. When I found his opinions ran in this 
courſe, I avoided any argument on religious points in future. 


The witneſſes being now examined, retired, 


Dr. Fitzgerald. You' ſee, Burk, all the witneſſes agree that 
you have ſpoken diſreſpectfully of the Chriſtian religion. 


Burk. Tis extraordinary, Sir, I cannot ſee this agreement 
you ſpeak of. The firſt witneſs has told you he believed I pro- 
poſed theſe points for information ſake—The ſecond has ſaid he 

did not remember I quoted any authority The third, that he 
could not tell whether I adopted them or propoſed them for in- 
formation—and the fourth has expreſsly ſaid, I did quote autho- 
rity, and that I preferred the loan of this authority to him. Now, 
if theſe opinions on a ſubjeR, and at a time when they all were 
— be agreement, your idęa of agreement and mine are very 
different. 


Dy. Hall. If we thought you ſpoke for information ſake, 
ſhould be far from preventing you. What induced you to hol 
this argument ? | 


Burk. I had early þeen made acquainted with the writings of 
of the moſt celebrated antiorthodox writers, which, though they 
may not have altered my opinion, introduced a number of doubts 
in my mind, As N appeared to me the beſt method for 
removing doubts, and as certainty proceeds frequently from the 
colliſion of ideas, I courted enquiry and argument, not — 
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from their obvious and. iaſonable excellence, but becauſe the 
Chriſtian Religion expreſsly injoins their utility. 


Dr. Hall. What orthodox writings did you read ? 

Burk. Beatty, Prieſtly, Price. 
Dr. Kearney. What writings of Prieſtly did you read ? : 
Burk. All his eccleſiaſtical works. p 


Dr. Kearney. Tis impofnble that you could have read all his 
eccleſiaſtical writings. 


Burk. Tis perfectly poſſible I have read them all. 
Dy. Hall. What was the fize of the Beatty you read? 
Burk. Something leſs than an oQavo. 


The Board now ſignified that I might retire, and in leſs than 
eve minutes the Bell was rung for my—EXPULSIQON ! 


D E F E N C E. 
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| IN endeavouring to defend myſelf againſt a charge at once 
ſo novel and — 1 ad Nel exceedingly perplex'd 
about the method I ſhould adopt. The c itſelf, tis 
true, has no difficulty annexed to it, and Atheiſm retires 
from my character by the concurring teſtimony of my fellow 
ſtudents of every opinion. Where then lies the difficulty ? 
If the imputation be removed, will not perſecution ceafe, or 
will the Board proceed in its ſcrutiny, and take cognizance 
of new charges, to which the Dublin Journal has not 
ſounded the — The difficulty, in my opinion, lies here: 
Perſecution will never want a Gothic phraſe to ſubſtitute for 
Atheiſm, and blaſphemy will doubtleſs be the favourite term. 
The- preference to this latter word is obvious Atheiſm has 
a preciſe, diſtin and incommunicable definition, by which 
Reaſon can at any time meaſure opinions, and determine on 
their ſimilitude or diſſimilitude, whereas the definition of 
blaſphemy is vague and deſultory, the name of one idea in 
Spain, of another in Turkey, and of one different from both 
in Trinity College; in ſhort, as various as the opinions of 
mankind, and admitting as many different fignifications.— 
Exylting in the adoption of this term, as if your labours 
had diſcovered ſome unknown truths in mathematics ; two 
Fr from the date of nar ne after torturing every 
iend by your interrogatories, vi verted ev 
— which ment drew forth in the — of — 
when Suſpicion » Animation glowed, deteſtation of 
Corruption forcible and fix d; Religion and Morality reſ- 
pected ; exulting in information thus ably received, thus 
fairly interpreted—you at length ſummon me to attend yu 
equitable tribunal. Pardon me, illuſtrious Divines, if I at- 
tempt not to deſcribe the unaffected gravity of your deport- 
ment, the Chriſtian meekneſs of your behaviour. A on 
may have tolerable idea of both, by imagining. an y 
of monks in the middle ages fitting in judgment on the 
opinions of heretics. I ſhall proceed without remarking 
on the diſagreement of the teſtimony, which you muſt have 
certainly noticed, to enquire whether in the teſtimony taken 
in any point of view, there was ſufficient to find a verdict 
| | C1 \- againſt 
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2gainſt me, and in this proceſs, when I have divided the 
evidence into two heads, I think I ſhall have taken it in all 
the poſſible ways of conſideration. 


Firſt, thoſe who declared their belief that I 2 theſe 
points as matters in which I would gladly be informed. 


Secondly, thoſe who aſſerted their belief that I had adopted 
theſe opinions as my own. 


I ſhall now haſten to conſider each of theſe heads; and I 
think I ſhall fully demonftrate that your decifion is repugnant 
not only to every principle of Chriſtianity, but to the com- 
mon idea of juſtice amongſt mankind. I aſk you, then, 
(for tis neceſſary that I lay down ſome grounds which you 
will admit as principles) I aſk you, is enquiry ſerviceable to 
the Chriſtian religion ? I am aware of the anſwer I am about 
to receive. Yes, you will doubtleſs fay, but it ſhould be 
ſuſpended in times of tumult and diſorder. Befides we are 
.acquainted with its certainty. But is that ſufficient for me? 
You are happy by your knowledge of the truth—why then 
envy me a ſhare in your happineſs? Why exclude me from 
enquiry the only means of attaining this ſtate of certainty ? 
How different trom you did the Apoſtles think of enquiry :— 
« Prove all things,” was the language of the learned Paul, 
and Hold faſt to that which is good ;” and again, as the 
learned St. Peter ſays, © Be able to give reaſon for the hope 
that is in you.” Learned doors, I am apprehenfive that 
mankind are grown too wiſe for your logic. No, they will 
not be ſatisfied with the unclaſſic jargon of the middle ages 
they will look farther than the % dixits of a profeſſor—they 
will hear your denunciations without terror, and your ſen- 
tence againſt me with indignation. Look back, you proud 
ones, to that Divine Perſonage whoſe doctrines you pretend 
to avenge, and ſhew me one action of his to which you will 
dare aſhmilate your own. Such a ſimilitude you will diſco- 
ver as exiſts between the tyger and the lamb. On on fide we 
ſee moderation and love; on the other, perſecution and 
. hatred. In him, a natural compact of all the ſocial virtues ; 
in yourſelves, a ſyſtematic ſubverſion of every link of ſo- 
ciety—In him, humility, charity, liberality ; in yourſelves, 


| _ the reverſe. You ſee him the lord of his paſſions ; the world 


behold you the ſlaves to your appetites. But why do I inſti- 
tute this odious compariſon ? I ſear I ſhall incur more cen- 
ſure by this contraſt of all that is excellent with all that is baſe, 
than I have acquired by the whole weight of the charge in 


queſtion, 
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neſtion. Well, then, I will ſuppoſe, when you pronounced 
entence of expulſion againſt me, you had in view the anſwer 
made by Chriſt to thoſe who brought the woman caught in 
adultery before him. I will ſuppoſe you had Chriſt in view. 
while on the croſs, he prayed for his perſecutors, when you 
diſcovered your concern for inſulted — by ſneers, pe- 
dantry, and pride. But did you make uſe of ove argument 
to induce me to alter my opinions? Did you give me one 
friendly admonition ? Did you endeavour to remove one of 
my doubts ? Did you not rather give them confirmation as 
far as it lay in the power of perſecution to confirm them ? 
For if you deny that perſecution hath this effect, I can pro- 
duce a woeful example againſt you by a reference to all the 
religions of the earth (your own incluſive, if you can be 
ſaid to poſſeſs any religion). No, you diſdained to tread 
in the footſteps of your humble Maſter, and with the ſame 
deſtructive perſecuting, tis unneceſſary to add unchriſtian- 
like ſpirit, which devoted to the flames and the croſs millions 
of martyrs ; with the ſame ſpirit, which formerly iſſuing 
from the Inquifition, with the croſs in one hand and the 


dagger in the other, depopulated the vaſt empires of Mexico 


and Peru, in order to give the Chriſtian Religion to wilds 
and to mountains— ou expel from your communion a 

outh ſcarce 20, and for what ? for quoting the opinions of 

rieſtly, and Price, of Hume and Gibbon. And now in 
order that mankind may feel the ſtrongeſt abhorrence of this 
perſecution ; in order that the ſenſibility of the world may 
feel more acutely the touch of my condition, I ſhall ſubmit 
this true picture of the conſequences to their conſideration : 
Two days before this melancholy buſineſs, a father comes to 
Dublin—having travelled 120 miles to ſeg his only ſon 


after an abſence of two years—his fondneſs and ambition 


put no bounds to his expectations. He fancied be ſaw 
Science and Philoſophy lead him to the Temple of Fame; 


he thought he ſaw him entering the portals, his brows en- 


circled by the literary laure Think what muſt be his feel- 
ings—what muſt be -the agony of this father, when he ſees 
Superſtition and Bigotry, with eyes glaring with fury, ruſh 
from their concealment and faſten on his ſon—when he ſees the 
chaplet of honor torn from his head hen he ſees him deck'd 
with ribbands as a victim for ſacrifice—when he ſees him 
dragg'd by the fiends to their execrable altars and given info the 
hands of the ſanguinary high prieſts. Great God! what muſt be 
his deſpair when he ſees the bloody knife lifted up and his child 
immolated before his eyes! Such has been the ſtate of my 

| circumſtances, 
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circumſtances. My father flew to ſee me, beheld me with 
delight, and is inconſolable at this event. | 


Well, then, admirable moraliſts, let us 7 for one 
moment, that the God of Nature, for ſome ſecret purpoſe; 
ſhould deem it expedient to ſend his fon once more amongſt 
mankind—Let us ſuppoſe, if to ſuppoſe it be not impious, 
that he viſited your Univerſity at the time when your ſolemn 
decifion was announced by bell ring, I aſk you, if he had 
ſeen you habited in your robes in all the pomp of pedant 
and filence liſtening to the Gothic form of expulſion whic 
Bigotry had compoſed to ſanctify Perſecution I aſk you if 
he could diſcern a ſingle trait of his ancient diſciples ?— 
Would he not have turned with diſguſt from the mockery of 
religion? Would he not have followed the object of your 
bigotry and perſecution as he proceeded mournfully through 
the gates, adminiſtering that conſolation which your impiety 
denied, rather than retire with you to your cloſets to exult ? 
or, without this ſuppoſition, think you as he now ſurveys 
your lives and deciten, he does not diſapprove of one, and 
abhor the other. But if you ſtill perſiſt in boaſting of your 
chriftianity, let us, in the name of Heaven, have ſome 
better proof of it than words? Recount to us the writi 
by which you have illuminated mankind—Difplay - thoſe 
lights you have thrown on religion, and particularly mention 
your anſwers to Prieſtly, Price, Hume, and Gibbon; for 
as your genius is raiſed in proportion to your hatred, 'tis here 
we may look for the full force of your Chriſtian effuſions. 
Alas, thereis no ſuch thing ! By what fatality is it that the 
richeſt Univerſity in the world, the moſt Chriſtian, the moſt 
learned,themoſtevery thing, has produced nothing more ſublime 
than a pigmy Logic, and E. 's Euclid,the one amutilated fragment 
of Burgerſdicius, the other poſſeſſing nothing original but the 
badneſs of its Latin, Well, then, in the name of all that 
is juſt at once, tell by what right you aſſume the power of 

ö perſecuting mankind ? By what right do you bring Fanata- 
ciſm, expiring in other countries, into Hibernia, labouri 

under more plagues than Egypt? - Why do you admit this 

monſter into the boſom of your pet and foſter and 
feed him by the victims of your bigotry ? If actions are a ſurer 
| index to opinions than words: If your whole Jives be one 
continued ſeries of actions directly oppoſite to the doctrines and 
| actions of Chriſt—If they bear no likeneſs to thoſe of his 

: diſciples —If they are rorally different from the actions of all 

[ good men of every religion, I think (and I flatter myſelf I 
entertain this opinion in conjunction with the judicious of 

: mankind) 


(21) 
mankind) that Atheiſm can with more propriety be affixed to 
your characters than to mine. 5 | | 


/ Methinks I ſee the ſorrowing Genius of Philoſophy ſtalk 
/ like a ghoſt along the range of the Library, a general ſadneſs 
o'erſpreads the buſts of Locke and Newton, and all thoſe ſons 
of freedom and of ſcience with which your pride has prompted 
you to decorate your columns; every patriot, every philoſo- 
_ within your walls panic-ſtruck at the introduction of the 
nquiſition. And if you deny the exiſtence of this inquiſi- 
tion, 1 appeal to the teſtimony. of ten million of puniſhments, 
thouſands of expulſions, the lite indignities offered to the 
honourable members of the Hiſtorical Society, whoſe genius 
by vere the ſinking credit of your Univerſity, and ſhould 
a farther evidence be requiſite, I appeal to myſelf. Com 
then, refined Inquifitors, condeſcend to inform me why y 
/ honour Newton, Locke, Bacon, &c. with places in 
Library, notwithſtanding they had the audacity to thi 
themſelves; and why you expel me for labouring to 
in that courſe by which theſe uls have rendered t 
immortal. The crime muſt certainly be leſs in me, as from 
my inferiority in genius I am more expoſed to fpegſous ar- 
guments, and the danger leſs, as for the ſame remſon I am 
the leſs capable of propa ating them. But "eo I ſully 
e 1 


the memories of t uſtrious dead, by gonſidering that 
for one moment a crime which cogſtituted t of their 
characters; for had the firſt Chriſtans prohibited the exertion 
of this diſtinguiſhing faculty, their religion had never ad- 
vanced beyond the walls of Cæſarea. Noxthall I deem 
that a crime in myſelf which I ſhare 2 on with the 
great of nature. No. Enquiry ſhak always precede with 
me the reception of opinions, whether religious or politic. 
Upon theſe og will I proceed, and by thoſe means 
will I reduce to a ſmaller compaſs the error of my opinions. 
You certainly cannot have forgot the elevation to which the in- 
imitable Deſcartes was raiſed by this principle of enquiry. So 
ſceptical was hethat he began withdoudting of his ownexiſtence. 
His doubts — enquiry, and enquiry eſtabliſhed that cer - 
tainty which determined his glory. And have you never en- 
* ? Have your enquiries never been attended with doubt ? 
ublime dogmatiſts! though you enjoy this ſtate 
of certajnty, recollect that the reſt of mankind have not 
yet attained it; as for me, I candidly acknowledge, that ten 
expulſions will ſcarcely bring me to this paradifaical ftate of 
certainty you poſſeſs. But did you really commence — per · 

a ution 
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ſecution through a tenderneſs—a concern for religion. Can 
vou, who poſſeſs no religion at all, be ſuppoſed to feel indig- 
nation at any flights thrown on the object of your — 
and contempt? or ſhall we not rather believe you would be 
. inwardly pleaſed at the progreſs of irreligion, as you would 
no longer be ſingular amongſt mankind? Yes, you 
would feel no concern at the eſtabliſhment of univerſal 
atheiſm, provided your tyranny, your livings, your vaſſalage 
werenot reduced; and that my love of Liberty, not hatred of 
Religion, was the cauſe of my expulſion, I ſhall clearly un- 
fold, by recalling to your memory the language of a learned 
Doctor to one of the witneſſes. * His political opinion,” 
ſaid he, (ſpeaking of me,) “ are no leſs obnoxious than his 
religious; but we ſhall paſs thoſe by as we have got ſubjects 
for greater animadverſion.” Holy Bigots ! who could ſuſ- 

& you deficient in a device to fanQify perſecution. Stu- 
diduſly paſhng over the real objects of your ſuſpicion and 
avergon, you faſten on what will excite the horror and aver- 


ſion of the e this means annihilate my 
religiodꝭ, political, and almoft natural exiſtence at the ſame 
time. And here let me aſk you, why you retain in your 


 Univerfity the Claſſic Fountains of Liberty? Why not cut 
off theſe Reſervoirs of Freedom? Why not annihilate at one 
blow Dem4henes, Lucan, Juvenal, Perſius, Brutus, Cato? 
Why not, like the ſublime Burke, eraſe the Athenian, 
Roman and Spartan Republics from the map of ancient 
Europe A Why not, like your predeceſſors the Goths, de- 
ſtroy every monument, xn A ctige of taſte? Prepoſterous 
logic ans! Wu Sate Liberty—thoſe records, which have 
conveyed it u ullied through ages of barbariſm, you retain 
and affect to admire—you pretend to love religion; your 
actions betray your adverſion to it: you mourn at the indig- 
nities offered to Chriſt : your treatment of me ſhews you act 
on the ſame principles with the Jewiſh Doctors, who con- 
demned him to the Croſs. But what is the information you 
have received from your minions reſpeting my political 
opinions? If they told you I aſſerted the neceſſity of a re- 
form ? If they ſaid I deplored the enervated ſtate of the con- 
ſtitution, the growth of taxes, the multiplication of penſions 
and of places, the direful effects of wars and of battles, which 
are the conſequence of the inadequate ſtate of our repreſen- 
tation, they reported my ſentiments truly: But if on the 
hand, declared my diſlike to the Conſtitution as it 

did exiſt: that I was guilty of the folly, not to ſay diſſoyalty 
pf uttering treaſonable expreflions againſt the ma the 
ne: 


( 23 ) 
Throne: produce them—let them prove this and your walls 
will not be the only interdicted ground, but Europe and the 
ſocial world. No- I will not deny it—I will boaſt of it—I 
will promulgate it to the earth—Liberty has ever been the 
ruling paſſion of my ſoul. * When 1 ſaw the maſculine 
Genius of this beautiful Ifland fell'd by the united powers of 
of Bigotry and Deſpotiſm to the ground; his vigour, his 
- patriotiſm, his enthuſiaſm extinct; pulſation ſtopt ; fled all 
thoſe generous emotions which raiſed him buoyant like a 
ſeraph on the breeze. When 1 ſaw his head, which the 
partial repeal had raiſed for one moment, fall back in an | 
agony at the miſeries of his country, his eyes illumed by the 
ray of the inſtant, retire to lids of affliction. I deplored \ 
his unworthy ſituation—l cried aloud for the neceſſity of 
raiſing the generous ſufferer. | 


Upon ſuch abſtract opinions, upon ſuch ſtrokes of fancy 
was my zeal, my deliberation employed; and the diſcuſſion, 
n by the ignorance and ſtupidity of your ſpies, was miſcon- 
ſtrued into treaſon !—Alas ! unhappy country, where Bigotry 
is armed againſt the lives of thy children! When—when 
will her terrors be wreſted from Fanaticiſm, and as ſhe now 
propoſes the alternative of the Croſs and the Dagger, when 
oil you ropoſe the alternative of Charity or Baniſhment ? 
I ſee no date to theſe miſeries, no period to theſe misfortunes, 
unleſs the ſovereign Intelligence of the world will ſtepforth inthy 
defence. But let me not indulge theſe melancholy images let 
us awake to better proſpects. Yes, the time will come, when Hi- 
bernia, like an inundated river labouring to releaſe itſelf from 
the tribute of the hills, meditates a releaſe; and her ſons, like 
tributary ſtreams, though rolling in different directions, and 
making petty digreſſions from the courſe of the flood, unit- 
ing at length in the grand concernment and joining their 
powers to effect a diſcharge. Such are the forms which I 
ſhall image to my ſoul; and that my zeal be not ſlackened, 
that no incentives be wanting to keep alive the fire of theſe 
ſentiments, I Mall alſo image the ſorrows, the afflictions, the 
degradation of my country—But I fear I have been hurried 
along in the torrent of my zeal beyond the temperance and 
modeſty of language. When themighty idea of country occurs, 
every private conſideration is ſwallowed np; and grief par- 
taking ot the ſublimity ofthe object, aſſumes atone of elevation. 
ä When 


„ The iſland here alluded to is probably one of the Fortunate Iſlands, 
and this Genius whom the writer deſcribes in ſo pitiable a ſituation, one 
of thoſe perſonages who cut a figure in the Tales of the Genii, ; 
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When imagination draws the images of a thouſand patriots, 
each with the claſſic hiſtory of his atchievements cut on the 
marble of his pedeſtal; as we read of the heroiſm, the dig- 
nity, the incorruptibility of their ſentiments, while we ſur- 
vey the child of his country, ardent in repelling the enemy 
from its gates, who can fuppreſs his admiration, who can 
obſerve theſe images without emotion ? So if a mighty whirl- 
wind ſhould lay theſe ſtatues with their inſcriptions in the 
duſt, would not taſte lament the fate of theſe monuments of 
the dead ? How then ſhall not the living patriot deplore the 
degradation of his country? How ſhall not the 2 
tion of its danger call forth the . of paſſion? Whi 

fancy ſurveys — denouncing Philip to an Athenian 
aſſembly—while, inſtead of exhorting his countrymen to 
join with the Macedonian in the confederacy againſt Phocis, 
he animates them to fly to its relief. The modern compares 
the actions of the day with theſe fcenes of antiquity, and 
ſhudders at the likeneſs. He ſees his country implicated in a 
league which has clearly unveiled its intention by the dif- 
memberment of Poland. Poſterity will ſcarcely believe that 
the country of Newton, of Hambden, and of Locke, -a 
country little inferior to Rome in ſplendor and e : to 
Greece in orators and heroes, ſhould aſſociate itfelt with 
ſuch a conſpiracy; but political blunders are become the 
order of the day. And here let the victim of bigotry be in- 
dulged if he attempts any thing like: divination. Britain 
ſhould not vainly hope to eſcape the ambition of the league 
that may triumph over France. If ever the triumvirate 
ſhould poſſeſs themfelves of that beautiful country, abound- 
ing in numerous ſeaports, the virgin treaſures of the, Britiſh 


empire would next become the object of purſuit—Where then 


will be the ally to whom Liberty can look for affiſtance ? 
Holland will be no more; its proximity to the Germagic 
empire inviting the ferocity of the Hulans and the Croats, 
who will gladly exchange their wilds and their poverty for 
the riches of the Dutch ; then Britain, deſtitute of ev 

ally, may enjoy the ſole fatisfaction of being laſt dev : 
For let it not be vainly ſuppoſed, that the laws of nations 
and faith of treaties will be of any avail. Her native ſpirit 
of independence has rendered her too guilty in the eyes of 
ſuch judges. They will recolle& that the liberties of Enrope 


have emanated from her boſom, and the venerable parent f 
Liberty, like Priam, will totter to the unequal combat which 


is 


* 
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esel nee after having fin ep Aide, 
offspring ſlaughtered around. | | 


But man, proud man, 

Dreſs in a little brief authority, | 

Plays ſuch fantaſtic tricks before high heaven 

As make the angels weep. a 


By this time, I think, I have clearly developed the cauſes 
of my defeat; I think I have demonſtrated that religion was 
but a feint to cover the real attack on politics; and I think 
I have alſo ſhewn, that my politics contain not the inſidious 
ſcherries of an incendiary—not the ſeditious effuſions of 
treaſon - but the generous, the animated ſentiments of a free- 
man. I ſhall now undertake the curious taſk of Juſtifying 
you-on the ſcale of tyranny. A popular ſpirit was juſtly an 
object of ſuſpicion and 22 to an aftembly of nionks. 
„Jou muſt have naturally N ed, that your tyranny, your 
bigotry, your extortion would be ſubjeft to his liberty of 
ſpeech, and that the feelings of freemen would be intereſted 
by his exam Under ſuch circumſtance, Perſecution had 
but one voice, one qpinion—the expediency of inſtantly 
removing me within your walls, But ever artful, ever 
defighing in the midſt of bigotry, you avoided the reproach 
that would infallibly attend an attack on Liberty, and put in 
for the applauſe of mankind by affecting a concern for reli- 
gion; I ſwear you ſhall be deceived, No; you ſhall not 
rob me of the affections of my countrymen, That Provi- 
dence, which you had the impudence to aſſert I denied, has 
iven no evil without a counteracting good, and as I have been 
\\ Ylaſted by your tyranny, I 125 rebloſſom by thoſe powers 


his goodneſs has diſpenſed ; | Aye, and while your deciſion 
will be reprobated by the voice of poſterity—while your 
names will be recorded as a proof of the virulence of bigotry, 
the finger of Freedom, ſingling out my name and misfortune 
in the annals of a regenerated country, ſhall deplore, with a 
figh, the fate of the martyrs of Freedom. But are you really 
ſo weak as to ſuppoſe you have ſecured your quiet by my 
expulſion ?. No: Unleſs you deſtroy every monument of 
taſte and ſcience; unleſs you convulſe the moral and ſcien- 
tific worlds over which you tyrannize, and reduce them to 
the chaos from which they have been drawn by the creative 

tas of a thouſand philoſophers: in ſhort, unleſs you will 
nibilate thought itſelf, you cannot hinder mankind from 
attacking your vices. Heaven and earth, let the civil power 
be once removed, and 2 Sa an horrors do you open 


* 
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to the world! Fanaticiſm will no longer be confined to the 
walls of the Univerſity. I ſee you ifſue from the gates in all 
your inquiſitorial terrors. I ſee the diſſolution of ſociety, the 
period of friendſhip, the extermination of liberty and ſcience, 
the age of the Huns, the triumph of military and ecclefiaſtical 
deſpotiſm. I ſee the terrible apparatus of your zeal, the croſs, 
the flames and the gibbet. And ſiere let me aſk you if the Pro- 
teſtant religion which you profeſs be not founded on the right 
of conſcience, the right of judging and diſſent. It certainly 
originated in theſe, and theſe it long diſplayed as the cha- 
racteriſtical marks of its ſuperior excellence over the Church 
of Rome ? Say, then, by what fatality have theſe fundamen- 
tal doctrines loſt their original eſtimation? The cauſe, 1 
think, to be one or the other of theſe, viz. Either that you 
repent of having ſeparated from the Church of Rome, or 
that you are Atheiſts. For the Church of Rome not admit- 
ting theſe rights, Deiſm admitting them in their fulleſt ex- 
tent, and they being entirely unneceſſary in Atheiſm, by ex- 
cluding Deifm that admits them, you are reduced to the 
alternative of Papacy or Atheiſm, When 1 ſpeak of 
Atheiſm, I mean ſpeculative Atheiſm, for that you are 
practically ſo, is notorious. Indeed I might deſcribe the 
robability of your Atheiſm by an eaſier method than this 
Fhave adopted. It has been a favourite idea with me, that 
however oppoſite they may appear, there is notwithſtanding 
a cloſe connection between ſuperſtition and a diſbelief of a 
Deity ; and this opinion is ſtrengthened by reflection and 
experience, When the underſtanding becomes ſufficiently 
enfightened to examine the monſtrous opinions it before 
maintained, it looks around on the other religions and per- 
ceives the ſame contraditions—when he ſees the Deity re- 
preſented as partial and vindiRive, diſguſted, it falls into the 
oppoſite extreme, and rather than believe in the God of 
the prieſts, believes in no Deity at all; whereas a little re- 
flection would have demonſtrated the exiſtence of an infi- 
nitely wiſe Being, whoſe laws, partaking of his own nature, 
are general, immutable, and eternal.— I conjure you in the 
name of all that is held ſacred amongſt mankind, or to | 
with more propriety, I conjure you by all that is moſt dear 
to yourſelves, amongſt which I may ſafely rank your tyranny 
your livings, your grandeur, to tell me how I will not aft 
impiouſly by not bringing a charge againſt you for anti- 
chriſtian 441 atheiſtical conduct? A ſtudent is convicted 
of having uttered words ſavouring neither of Atheiſm nor 
aniſm, but expreſſive of doubt on ſome ſpecula- 


tive 
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tive points—You expel him without attempting to remove 
one of his doubts. If you thought his opinions dangerous, 
why not convert him? If not, why expel him? Chriſt would 


have laboured to convert me. You did not attempt it. 


What can be more plain ? Chriſt would have rejoiced more 
over one ſinner that repenteth than over ninety and nine that 
ſtood firm. You deſpiſed the pleaſure attendant on the tran- 
ſition from infidelity to faith. Wat was his pleaſure is 

our averſion. The reverſe of his conduct is your delight. 

ſhall now proceed to ſhew that all law and infinite connec- 
tion fall equally a ſacrifice to your fanaticiſm. You muſt 
certainly allow that law is either general, or particular, with 
their modifications. If theſe diſtinQtions c iſe all law— 
humanity, the general law, the actuating principle of the 
human race, is broken—the laws of Chriſtianity are broken 
—the laws of Proteſtantiſm are broken, for by your fituation 
as Fellows of a College originally founded for the expreſs 
2 of propagating the Proteſtant religion, you are bound 

y a more ſpecial obligation to uſe argument and recommend 
enquiry; in ſhort, to proceed on the fundamental principles 
of Proteſtantiſm, which, as I have before obſerved are the 
rights of conſcience, judging and difſent. Even the Inqui- 
fition (which you profeſs to abhor) repeatedly attempts the 
converſion of the ſuppoſed heretic, and never till he proves 
refractory and inacceſſible to conviction does it proceed to 
deliver him up to the torture, and furely it is not on account 
of the d of puniſhment, but the mode of trial, that 


that court has been held in ſuch abhorrence. If you 1 
ni- 


in this plan, you will ſhortly attain that uniformity o 
on which Boſfuer declared the characteriſtical proof of the 
truth of the Romiſh doctrines, and whom you, deſpairing of 
being able to anſwer, have imitated. - If this, then, be your 
determination, let the pales that divide each religion be re- 
moved, let the Inquiſition, and the Monaſtic emvirate 
of your Univerfity proceed to their ſcrutiny, and prepare 
their tortures—let perſecution be the bond of union, and 
ou will at length roaſt Preſbyterians, Quakers, Anabaptiſts, 
Methodiſts, Arians, Socians, Deiſts, into this uniformity of 
opinion which you falſely deem the teſt of truth. Learned 
blockheads ! had you applied to me, Bofſuet might have 
been anſwered, and your ſtupidity concealed. True, you 
might have ſaid uniformity of opinion, when freedom of 
enquiry and diſcuſſion be permitted, is generally the teſt of 
truth : but when this uniformity is maintained by 
racks, torments, infallibility, and denunciations of et 
vengeance—when each link of the chain is rivetted by _ 
| ve 
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five ſalvation when, as I before remarked, perfecution is 
the band of union, your uniformity of opinion only proves 
your ſuperiorexcellence in cruelty, your refinement in per- 
ſecution. O, worthy children of the tenth century, do you 
not perceive that the night of your times is yielding to the 
day-ſtar of Reaſon? Do you not perceive that the ſpark of 
Science preſerv'd, as in an other ark, from the ruins of the 
Roman empire, from the deluge of the Goths and Vandals, 
blazes out in the eighteenth century? Do you not perceive 
that Reaſon and Science have almoſt completed the tour of 
the univerſe, and Liberty panting to keep pace with their 
progreſs? Or, if you are not affected by theſe images, I refer 
3 to the vaſt chain of cauſes and effects, the progreſſive 
owledge of human nature. In this doom-book read the 
impotence of your efforts, ſee man advancing from know- 
ledge to knowledge—while you, obſerving your ſtationary 
E will be deſerted by the human race. Retire, you 
irds of night, from the ſplendor of this æra. Seek the re- 
ceſſes of your inquiſition, feaſt yourſelves with the perſecu- 
tions and martyrdom of the middle ages, and tremble at the 
alarming advances of philoſophy | Fo aloud to you. to 
guard ** her —ſliut up every avenue —oppoſe the ram- 
of bigotry and ſuperſtition. Your oppoſition will be 
fruitleſs, The hurricane of public opinion having ſwept 
away theſe obſtacles and blown off. Philoſophy appears 
awfully advancing at the extremity of the -horizon bearing 
the ſacred volume in her robe, on the oppoſite ſcene Bigotry 
and Fanaticiſm turn away from the lightning of. her eye 
Mankind, who are ſpectators of the triumph af Philoſophy, 
lay aſide their prejudices, and embrace as brothers, and 
Religion, Liberty, and Philoſophy, ſhare the empire of the 


univerſe ! 


Lou will, no doubt, here reply—however true your ſtric+ 
tures on our religious and juſticiary conduct may be, we 
cannot equally admit your cenſures of our philoſophic pro- 
ceedings. Our College is the firſt ſchool for ſcience in the 
univerſe. Hear my reply, and reſolve on the anſwers. you 
will make to theſe interrogatories. I will not diſpute that 

as far as the extent of a routine memory you will do tolerably 
well, but ſurely you will not call this philoſophy ? When 
have you taught the ſoul to ſoar? When have you taught 
the ſtudent to analize the opinions of ancient philoſophers ? 
When ___ helped him to think for hiniſelf? But where- 
fore do I aſk theſe queſtions? How can you be ſuppoſed 


capable of teaching a ſcience you are unacquainted with , 
| | an 
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and that the moſt ſublime of all ſciences, that of thinking! 


You, whoſe greateſt ſtretch of thought is productive only of 


perſecution—You, whoſe higheſt ambition is to plod over 


the beaten track of diſcovery with the ſame vacant gaze, as 
the clown who follows the plough, and whoſe thought never 


exceeds the limits of his furrow. The abſurdity of your con- 


duct in this particular may not inaptly be compared to that 
of the idiot ſon of a deceaſed hero, who having arrayed him- 
ſelf in the uniform of his fire, having inveſted himſelf in his 
military honours, - proceeds to the army, and ſtruts 2 
the battalions, and fancies that by wearing the dreſs of his 
father, and imitating his gate at the head of the ſoldiers, he 
ſſeſſes all the requiſites for an illuſtrious captain: ſo you, 
if, parrot like, you faithfully repeat the ſentiments of the 
inimitable Locke—if you meliorate a faulty memory by at- 
tention—if you wear a grave, demure countenance, if 
you move philoſophically, you fancy you are entitled to the 
character of a philoſopher. As a proof of the truth of what 
] have aſſerted, I ſhall produce an inſtance from the above- 
mentioned author, not with a deſign of derogating from his 
fame, for I pronounce him the head of metaphycians, but in 
order to ſhew what ſlaves you are to authority. Tis need - 
leſs, I believe, to obſerve, that the more reſpectable the 
authority, the greater caution thould be obſerved in the re- 
ception of opinions. Now, Mr. Locke, ſomewhere a 
the ſoul is ſometimes paſſive in the reception of ideas. Di 
you ever teach the ſtudent to object to this? Have you never 
conſidered what difficulties you involve yourſelves in by 
admitting it, the leaſt of which amounts to no leſs than 
making matter eternal, which is little better than Atheiſm ? 
And if your pride and anger exceed not your curioſity, I 
—_ I ſhall make it clear that this objection is well ground : 


I could produce a hundred other inſtances of - flaviſh 
obedience to name, your rebellion againſt thought, but that 
I chuſe rather to point my attack againſt your injuſtice than 
your ſtupidity. SSD | 


Having now diſplayed your outrage on the laws of Hu- 
manity, Chriſtianity, and Proteſtantiſm—having ſhewn your 
ignorance of the true and original principles of philoſophy— 
how can you juſtify yourſelves to an indignant world ? How 
can you excuſe the tyranny, the cruelty, and bi of 
your conduct? In the ſame manner as the corrupt miniſter, 
ſecure in the affections of his tyrant, diſregards the murmury, 


the 
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the menaces, the complaints of an harraſſed people—you will 
retire from the reproaches and hoots of the world to your 
luxury, muttering the language of the miſer in Horace. 


If I remember right, by an indire& compariſon between 
your Inquiſition and that in Spain, I have already eſtabliſhed 
the ſuperior iniquity of your proceedings. I ſhall now di- 
rectly prove, that every court yields to you in injuſtice and 
bigotry ; and in order that my — be the more intereſting, 
1 give it through the familiar medium of an anecdote.— 
Two youths w ho had broken, one from the Spaniſh Inquiſi- 
tion, the otherfrom the priſon of Magdebourgh, arrived at the 
capital of Ireland, and happened to put up at an inn where a 
lad, expell'd from Trinity College, had retired to meditate 
over his pint on the bigotry and tyranny of the times. Ad- 
verſity had worn off the f. —. of etiquette, they 
ſoon Lotame acquainted : bad as it is natural to ſuppoſe their 
late dangers and adventures became the topic of diſcourſe. 
Their hiſtories were ſhort and ſimple. One had been a 
ſtudent at an univerſity in Silefia, and preſumed to find fault 
with his Pruſhan Majeſty for plundering Poland, and joining 
the Confederacy againſt France. The pious profeſſors were 
ſhock'd at the Jacobiniſm of his ſentiments, and made him 
over to the King, who ſent him to unlearn his politics in the 
commodious villa of Magdebourgh. The other had been a 
ſtudent at Salamanca, and as thinking was all the ten, ke in- 
dulged himſelf by an opinion, that the Pope was ſometimes 
fallible that people may be ſaved out of the pale of the Roman 
Church, and ſuch other Atheiſtical doctrines. Being cited 
before the Inquiſition, and ſtill aſſerting his hereiy and 
blaſphemy, he was accommodated with a taſty apartment in 
the Inquiſition. The other had been alſo a ſtudent, and had 
alſo unfortunately been ſeiz'd with the itch of thinking, and 
that rather freely, as may be ſeen by his doubts, for he had 
ſufficient modeſty left not to aſſert any of his abominations. 
He doubted whether this ſyſtem was created in by thought on 
ſeven days; whether the Old Teſtament was written by men 
or the Holy Spirit; whether a miracle was a breach of the 
laws of nature or not; and though he entertained no doubts 
of the purity of his life and the exceilence of his doQtrines 
he was not entirely ſatisfied as to the divinity of Chriſt, 
Theſe ſentiments being reported to the Board, after a trial, 
which for equity, exceeded that of Socrates, this zealous 
aſſembly. determined to give him ſome grounds, at Jength for 
certainty, put his expulſion beyond all doubt. During con- 
verſation, each dwelt with particular emphaſis on his =o 

misfor- 
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misfortunes, and contended with conſiderable warmth for the 

ſuperior iniquity of the power that impriſoned him. Nat 

being able to come to any determination on this matter, they 


1 referred their diſpute ta a literary Scotchman, who fat in the 
ee box, and who having examined the differents merits 


ql of their caſes, decided in favour of the Iriſh. ſtudent ; for, 
ſaid he to the Silefian, you were not plagued with the form of 
a trial where you were B You were ſent to priſon, 
J tis true, but then you a proſpect either through the merc 
; or whim of your tyrant, or by interceſſion of being one da 
q | releaſed. And you, ſtudent of Salamanca, continued he, 
h had an opportunity of ſecuring your liberty by a recantation, 
Sy or if this did not pleaſe, at laſt you could diſplay your for- 
4 titude, by perſiſting in your principles. This gentleman has 
4 had gone o = advantages; his opinions were innocent ; 
" if he was, willing his recantation would not be received. 


k Y The evidence. was favourable to him, and he was condemned. 
4. His love pf religion and morality was eſtabliſhed by their 
: teſtimonies, and he was expell'd for irreligion and immorattty ; 


* tis true, he has not been impriſoned, becauſe the * 
my priſon of Trinity So was not yet built; but impriſon- 
- — is preferable to his ſituation. He has been cruelly 
— : For the gaze and ſcorn of fools— 
— The foreigners aſſented to the juſtice of his deciſion, and 
* declared their reſolution of decamping from a country where 
i there was a IR and Inquiſition in the Univerfity 
2 and N-wg-te. Hall then illuſtrious Monks, the pre- eminence 


WT. of your Board is now fully eftabliſhed—your Chriſtian war- 
fare is crown'd with ſucceſs. Conceiving the principles 
handed down by your maſter as too moderate for the irreligion 
| of the times; laying aſide his humility, charity, humanity, 
nd love, as unbecoming the dignity of your character you have 
unſheathed the ſabre which had been hitherto employed in 

opening away for Mahometaniſm through infidelity, to pro- 
nd pagate the doQrines of Chriſt, and have given the ſame ſup- 


ad port to the Koran and the Goſpel. Are you then Mahome- 

os tans? No. In the name of Heaven give us ſome principle 

3 which may reconcile the inconſiſtencies of your character. 

7 Are you Atheiſts? (Chriſtians I havedemonſtrated you are not) 

_ Mahometans. What are you? Are you Manicheans? Are you 

vis Idolators ? Yes—if the images be golden. Aye, this is the 

= reconciling principle I was — after. Gold is the deity 

= to whom your devotion is zealous and uniform. The vices 
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.of every ſect are and yet to no one ſect can ro- 
of perl bo aid to b ong, ſo 4 is your conduct. 5 ünd 
ty” muſt recur to my 4— i that you are Atheiſts; and 
here Lill leave you for the preſent, while I, raiſing my eyes 
rowards the Heavens, accompanied by an elevation of thought, 
lay theſe humble and heartfelt ers at the feet of the 
Deity. Supreme Intelligence, whoſe eye ſuperintends the 
play of millions of worlds, haſt ſeen bigotry and fanaticiſm 
engendered in ages of ignorance, moulder away in propor- 
tion as man advanced in philoſophy ; haſt ſurveyed Newton; 
Locke, Bacon, Fontenelle, and all thy philoſophic children 
raiſing the temple of ſcience on the ruins of ſuperſtition ; 
and Galileo, Virgilius, Socrates, perſecuted for promulgating 
the truths of thy ſyſtem : and finally, has ſeen Chriſt him- 
ſelf put to death for preaching the religion ofgpeace,, love, 
moderation, univerſal fraternity, and all the moraFand'ſocial 
virtues which are to live when wars and battles are no more, 
let a ray from the fountain of thy knowledge enlighten the 
5 of mankind ; let their prejudices he removed, 
and prepare their diſpoſitions for the admiſſion of my defence. 
uud you, ye Great of Nature, who with me adore the God 
of the univerſe, 'tis needleſs to appeal to you for the inno- 
cence of my opinions; you ſee my ſituation and conceive it 
not to be ſingular. When you Fance over my religious and 
litical opinions, the fate of Ruſſell, of Sydney, and 
flambden, of Socrates, of Gallileo, and of Prieſtly, recur to 
N your reflexions: The idea of the Baſtile and Inquiſition in- 
| troduce a million of martyrs religious and political to your 
„ view, and while you execrate the authors of my expulſion, 
| | you ſmile that the reign of tyranny and bigotry is rapidly 
_ -- - proaching a concluſion. I think it ſuthcient to remark to 
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„„ the maſs or mankind, that humanity and charity ſhould in- 
. = fluence their diſpoſitions as they read my defence. 
* | The Author feels a conſiderable pleaſure in obſerving, 


that even among the Fellows of this Univerſity, there are a 
tew whoſe lives would not diſhonor the primitive Chriſtians. 
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